Multidisciplinary treatment of medulloblastoma: a 5-year experience with the SIOP trial.
A 5-year experience of the multidisciplinary treatment of pediatric medulloblastoma with the SIOP (International Society of Pediatric Oncology) trial is presented. 33 eligible patients finally reduced to a total of 30 evaluative cases were treated with major surgical resection, extensive irradiation, and combined chemotherapy (vincristine + CCNU). The overall survival rate without recurrence was encouraging, and the actuarial survival rate is satisfactory. At follow-up controls, most of the patients showed a good performance status and a promising neurological stage. However, the problem concerning quality of life remains unsolved: morbidity and sequelae following high-dose radiotherapy and concomitant antiblastic treatment were noticeable.